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Hender son unveils Community Education Center
Jan. 28, 2010

ARKADELPHI A - The Sout hwest Arkansas Technol ogy Center in Arkadel phia has a
that better identifies the facility's mssion. The 10-year-old workforce tra
center officially becane the Community Education Center during a cerenobny on
Thur sday, Jan. 28. The center, which is now be operated by Henderson State

new name
i ni ng

Uni versity, seeks to expand education opportunities to the community. Dr. Lewis

Shepherd Jr., vice president for external prograns at Henderson, is the supe
for all center operations.

Dr. Charles Wl ch, Henderson president, stressed the inportant role of the c
"It is seeing what we need in this state, seeing what we need in this county
t he wor kforce needs are of our |ocal workforce and industry, and responding
provi di ng educati onal and training opportunities.”

The Conmunity Education Center is a workforce training organization that wor
closely with area industries, educational institutions and training provider
i nsure an avail able trained workforce to enhance regi onal econom c growt h.

"W want to focus nore on conmunity education,” Wlch said. "I'mvery pl ease
Henderson is answering this call and becomng a nore integral part of this c
believe it's sonething that will serve all of us well."

Wl ch al so pointed out the inportance of working with | ocal high schools and
community coll eges. "W believe strongly in collaboration to provide the
opportunities,” he said.

Bill Wight, a nenber of the center's board of directors and al so a Henderso
trustee, gave a brief history of the center. "W started out focusing on wor
training, but soon realized the m ssion should be nuch deeper than that," he
Wight pointed out that there are only two such centers in Arkansas.

Brown Hardnman, chairman of the center's board, spoke on behalf of state Sen.
Mal one who was instrumental in the center's creation. "This is going to be
deal

" he said. "In the future, this is really going to help dark County."
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The Sout hwest Arkansas Technol ogy Learning Center (SWATLC) was forned in 2000 to
address the econom c devel opnent and wor kforce needs of businesses and industries in
G ark County and the surrounding area. The center was housed in the old Chanber of
Commer ce building on North 6th Street until 2003.

Fundi ng was secured for the construction of a new facility at 640 South 6th St. In
January 2003, SWATLC noved into the new building which is owed by the d ark County
Conservation District. It houses the Natural Resource Conservation Service, the Farm
Service Agency, the Cark County Extension Service and the O ark County Conservation
District in one half of the facility, and the Community Education Center in the

ot her.

The Conmunity Educati on Center occupi es about 7,000-square-feet of the building

whi ch includes four classroons, a computer |ab, two conference/ neeting roons, and a
ful l y-equi pped mai nt enance shop for hands-on training to acconmodate a variety of
trai ni ng needs. Sone of the classes offered include wel ding, programmable |ogic
control l ers, adjustable speed drives and conputer skills. The center can custom ze
ot her types of training prograns.

"We're already doing some really good things at this center,” said Wl ch. "Wat
we' re doing here today is nore of those good things and doing thembetter so that we
have a broader inpact."

Photo cutline: Dr. Charles Wl ch, Henderson president, describes the Comrunity
Education Center's goals during a cerenony on Jan. 28 at the center.
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